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ONE SPEC/IAL SUMMER
COMMUNITY SERVICE

at Little Fork Church
SUNDAYS 9:00am
June 12th -September 11th

Experience unity in this service 0
between God and ALL His children. o2

ONE HEART, ONE VOICE
O CHURCH OF CHRIST REJOICE!
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Rixeyville, VA 22737
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post at Litle Fork Chureh, There nas a

time when people made their way here on Sunday mornings on foot or horseback or in
horse-drawn wagons. Early on, our congregation met here on our property adjacent to
a stage line coming down from Warrenton and Jeffersonton on to Culpeper and be-

yond. Can you picture this? Five miles was not a matter of five minutes on Rt.229 (the
Rixeyville raceway).

In the midst of a culture where people came to Virginia for a life of enhanced economic
prosperity, the rectors of Little Fork preached the Gospel. As far as | know we don't
have the titles let alone the texts of their sermons so | am speculating here. Could it be
that they asked people to live their lives for Jesus, to discover his abundant life in the
midst of their challenges? Most preachers on the frontier focused on a revival of faith in
the midst of massive physical challenges, widespread (and accepted) abuse of alcohol
and uncertain lives also, where physical illness could unexpectedly and swiftly termi-
nate a life, anybody's life.

| believe that in such times-as in our time-the message of the Gospel: the possibility of
a miraculous personal transformation-was vital. | think that my predecessors as rectors
of Little Fork understood that preaching such a crucial message required personal sac-
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rifice.

Over time some congregations misplace the energy and focus of the transforming Gos-
pel message. Instead they being to see their congregation as settled, a religious com-
munity service oriented club.

We are a missionary outpost. We are not seeking prospective club members, nice
people like us, to help us maintain the clubhouse and attend club programs. We are
engaged in the challenging task of inviting people to entrust their lives to God through
Jesus and subsequently pass the invitation on.

We live in a culture that sees economic prosperity as the purpose of each individual life
to provide an enjoyable pleasure focused life even if it is at the expense of others less
fortunate. The idea that there is a supernatural God who loves us, became one of us in
Jesus to save us from our needless, selfish orientation and practice of life, such a con-
cept is foreign to the way the vast majority of people live their lives. "What is there to
be saved from?" "What is there to be saved for?" most people would ask.

In the wilderness of our culture we can help, we can be a people of miraculous trans-
formation, if we accept our call to the mission field. We can pray our way into God
equipping and forming us to be missionaries of love's purpose, healers, restorers, and
hope for the disenheartened.

Will you join me? Will you ask God to shape you through prayer? Will you pray for a
clear call to our mission field in our area?

~Bill
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73/ SUNDAY SERVICE

) .

_ July 3rd @ 9:00a
= celebrating

INDEPENDENCE D£:
S= Little Fork Day

-No colonial costumes necessary
JUST COME AS YOU ARE!

71 OOEED OAOOEAA ET 4/ $! 960 || %l
VITE OTHERS to JOIN US!

-COLONIAL GAMES for the young at heart

-Potluck Brunchwill follow the EXCITING service SO
BRING A DISH TO SHARE!

continued from page 5

THE GREAT COMMISSION by Bishop Claude E. Payne and Hamilton Beazley. At our next
Study Collogquy, we will examine strengths and weaknesses of LFC today and whether trans-
forming LFC from the maintenance to the mission mode is feasible.
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LITTLE FORK CHURCH VESTRY NOTES

i MEETING ASSEMBLED 9 MAY 2011

ATTENDING: Father Bill Eberle, Nancy Hughes, Bob Lee, John Turner, Steve Fredericks,
Mike McCarthy, Brenda Olafsen, and Rick Furnival. Dave Collins could not attend, but he sent
a written commission report. OPENING PRAYER Father Bill Eberle opened the May 2011
Vestry meeting with prayer. PASTORAL CONCERNS Barry Beale is in full recovery and can
be removed from our prayer list. Brenda Olafsen made the Vestry aware that Marie Turner is
suffering from problems associated with aging and should be added to our prayer list.
VESTRY NOTES The Vestry Notes for the 11 April 2011 LFC Vestry meeting were approved
as submitted by Brenda Olafsen. FINANCE REPORT The April Finance Report submitted by
Mike McCarthy was approved as submitted. Expenses for April exceeded revenues for a
monthly deficit of $4,117.33, but cash on hand is $12,500.44 ACTION ITEMS Eric Brown
Vestry Resignation Members of the LFC Vestry accepted with regret the resignation of Eric
Brown from the LFC Vestry. The Vestry Clerk will send a letter to Eric Brown thanking him

for his past and continuing services to LFC. Possible replacements were discussed and it is an-
ticipated that we wil/l have someone to fildl
Vestry meeting. Mission for Second Quarter of 20 ¥fter discussion, it was decided that

shoes for needy individuals would be an appropriate mission focus for the second quarter of
2011. Seasonal Floweidt was determined that the LFC Secretary should take care of water-
ing seasonal flowers for the Easter and Christmas. Currently, the Junior Warden has been as-
suming responsibility for the care of the flowers. Carder House [Shedas determined that

the dilapidated shed adjacent to the Carder House was a nuisance, eyesore, and served no pur

pose so it should be demolished. The Junior Warden will make appropriate arrangements for
demolition. Secretary Payrdlllt was determined that twice monthly rather than the current two
-week payroll was appropriate for the LFC Secretary. The compensation had previously been
set at $1,000 per month and the twice monthly payroll frequency works best to achieve the
regular $1,000 per month compensation. Single Combined Summer Worship Bé&wice
weather, family activities, and other good and sufficient reasons the Vestry advised Father Bill
that for the period 12 June through 11 September 2011 one combined traditional/contemporary
worship service commencing at 9AM would be appropriate. Father Bill said he would announce
his decision to the congregation at both regular services from this date until implementation in
June. SPECIAL REPORTS One of the topics that will receive continuing discussion is the up-
grade of audievisual equipment which is used extensively as part of the contemporary worship
services. Vestry held a lively discussion about a suggested way to make the video projectors
used on Sunday morning less obtrusive and more secure than the current attaching of pipe
stands to the side of the pews. A written proposal was circulated. This proposal also addressed
upgrading current technological limitations which curtail the use of video, limiting us to power
point "slides". While everyone wanted the projectors to be less obtrusive in our historic build-
ing, there were significant differences of opinion on the proposal presented. The group working
on this matter will continue to look at options and costs and report back to the Vestry with rec-
ommendations after complete vetting of multiple considerations. VESTRY STUDY PROJECT
The Vestry continued discussion of precepts and recommendations contained in RECLAIMING
VESTRY NOTES continued on page 11

Lord, Please be with Your children who are hurting,
grieving, believing, and standing in Your promises.

A

Dora Amos, Bill Anderson, Judy Anthon, Ray Barker,
Jane Barnwell, Clark Bates, Tim Beale, Russell Bear
_ \'/ Sue Steinmetz Berentson, Reed Boswell, Dorothy
" - . Brown, Judith Burton, Bobby Clark, Pam Clark, Torre
é;,;%&t}‘%z‘_ 4 Clark, John Conner, Russ Cosgrove, Bob Cornwell,
2ol 88 Jerry Coxsey, Michelle Crandall, Patricia Criddle, Haj
Crist, Kathryn Dodd, Martha Dodd, Bryan Dougherty
Polly Dodge, Jim Dyer, Randy Dyer, Matt Eberle, Cheryl Elam, Steve
Ferguson, Ferguson Family, Carol Fox, Owen Freidline, Vicki Freidling
Wade Freidline, Ania Furnival, Hannah Furnival, Lynn Furnival, Richa
Furnival, Claude Gaston, Shirley Gaston, Mr. & Mrs. Angus Green, P
Griggs, Margie Grover, Katie Harris, Susan Harris, Wolf Hindrichs,
Mike & Sue Hodge, Brenda Huff, David Ingram, Linda James, Marya
Johnson, Joan Jolley, Jane Kearns, Greg Krajnyak, Joanna Holland
Ledford, Andrew Lyerle, Mary McCarthy, Mary Jo McKeever, Brooke
Miller, Carol & Newhbill Miller, Sgt. Audrey Dougherty Mosley, SSG
James Mosley, Mary Nademin, Josh Needham, Bailey Patterson, Jol:
John Roope, Martha Roope, Melody Rose, Rollin Rosser, Heather
Spitznogle, Chris Stockton, Matt Stockton, George Sutton, Kathy Tru
dale, Bill Weiler, Ronald West, Ben Will, Will Worrall, Helen Worst.
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Bishop Gulick is coming to Little Fork Church
Sunday, July 31st

time to be announce (most likely in the mid afternoon)
Have you been confirmed?

Are you interested in finding out more information?
email: rector@littleforkchurch.net call us: 540374306



ATHER'S DAY

| think the expectations of fathers have always
been in flux. There are those expectations we
have conditioned into those we parent by ex-
perience and example. My own children can
tell you quite a bit about my eccentricities as
can kids who have experienced me as "Father
Bill" in parishes, camps and weekend events.

Then society around us holds up complicating
and sometimes not so complimentary images.
Erma Bombeck is no longer around to defend
us (or provide useful sermon illustrations-I
miss her).

What model are those of us who are fathers
and grandfathers and uncles and teachers
and coaches etc. to aspire to? Jesus relation-
ship with his heavenly father is helpful, since
we can only strive toward that with the help of
that self same Heavenly Father.

L
Many people in Jesus' day saw God, creator

God, as distant with little interest in

——

Y involved not distant.

A
Sunday,

June 19th
A

the day to day activities of the humans he
created. Jesus taught us a pattern of
prayer that addressed the creator as "Dad"
or "Daddy". Moreover, Jesus taught us to
bring our everyday concerns to our heav-
enly Father on a daily basis. Fathers are

Jesus told us a story about a younger
son who claimed his inheritance before
Dad died, wasted it all, returned home to

LAPPY
FATLER %
DAY

the Father's forgiveness and welcome.
Fathers are self forgetful in order to be for-

giving.

Jesus insisted that his ongoing, regular,
prayer life was based on his certainty that
his heavenly Father was always ready to
listen. Despite our fatherly preoccupations
and distractions we are to listen.

Being a father is one of the highest callings
a man can aspire to. The challenges and
opportunities are immense. Please keep
us in your prayers. As your heart allows
cut us some slack, forgive us and love us
into the pattern God provides for us.

ONE Sunday Service for Summer
June 12th -September 11th
9:00am

One Heart, One
O Church of Ch
Rejoice!




